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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAGR, FAO 

SUBJECT: WFC - DISASTER RELIEF 

FOR KATZ, EB, FROM AMBASSADOR EDWIN M. MARTIN 

BEFORE I LEFT WASHINGTON. BELL OF AGRICULTURE AGREED 
TO LEAVE OPEN QUESTION OF US SUPPORT FOR PROPOSAL TO 
RECOMMEND THAT WFP HAVE SMALL STOCK OF PREPOSITIONED 
GRAINS FOR QUICK DELIVERY IN CASE OF DISASTERS. AFTER MY 
DEPARTURE, AGRICULTURE WITH HIS CONCURRENCE INSISTED THAT 
US POSITION PAPER BE WHOLLY NEGATIVE ON THIS POINT. THERE 
ARE SUBSTANTIVE AND TACTICAL REASONS WHY I AM UNWILLING TO 
ACCEPT THAT NEGATIVE POSITION IN RELATION TO DISASTER 
RELIEF WITHOUT RAISING THE POINT TO HIGHER LEVELS. I 
PROPOSE TO TAKE UNDECIDED POSITION IN THIRD PREPCOM UNLESS 
NEW INSTRUCTIONS ARE SENT ME. VOLPE 
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